
she was dumbfounded when Democrats
who had co-sponsored the legislation in
past years voted against it, while Re-
publicans who had once opposed it
were supporting it. She said some com-
mittee members sheepishly looked at
her as they voted down the provision,
“visibly uncomfortable that I was in the
room. It went right down party lines,
and it shouldn’t be a partisan issue.”

Steve Strobridge, a retired Air
Force colonel
who is direc-
tor of govern-
m e n t
relations at
the Military
Officers As-
sociation of
America, said
s o m e t h i n g
could be done
for the wid-
ows if the po-
litical will
existed. “It re-
quires a vote
of the entire
Congress or a
big emphasis
of leadership
to say we’re
going to ele-
vate this prior-
ity, and as
terrible as it
seems, taking
care of the
w i d o w s
whose mili-
tary sponsor
was killed by
service has
not been given
a high enough
priority,” he
said. Congress
did take the
step of recog-
nizing the
w i d o w s ’
plight and
gave affected
survivors $50
more per
month starting
in 2008.

GUERILLAS IN THE MIST4 — MARCH 2010

Joe Riley - 3/1/42
William Motty - 3/1/48
Richard Advincuis - 3/2/42
John Barbour - 3/2/48
Gary Whittley - 3/3/52
Gerald Layton - 3/6/49
Jim Reville - 3/6/49
Michael Chapin - 3/6/50
Tom Firth - 3/7/46
Bill Anton - 3/8/46
Donald Ereno - 3/9/45
Richard Scibelli - 3/10/47
Don Cowper - 3/10/49
Lyle Lough - 3/10/53
Vernon Phy - 3/11/56
Theresa Rutledge - 3/12/47
Danny Laureta - 3/12/48
Bob Henderson - 3/13/48
James O’Neil - 3/14/47
Daniel Hillier - 3/15/44
Dale Nulph - 3/15/56
Dieter Killian - 3/16/35
David Turner - 3/16/47
Lawrence Freitas - 3/16/47
Thomas Beam - 3/16/52
Kenneth Leathers - 3/17/44
Roger Clark - 3/18/46
L. Splettstoesser - 3/19/43
James Forgette - 3/20/50
Michael Horst - 3/21/54
Edward Gilliam - 3/23/51
Charles Augustine - 3/25/42
Ron Njirich - 3/25/47
Jim Preston - 3/27/40
Robert Steinbrink - 3/27/46
Chuck Gray - 3/28/46
Carol Scamara - 3/28/55
Bill Chamberlain - 3/29/47
Mike Tuttle - 3/30/46
Paul Goltz - 3/30/49
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“We’ve had a partial victory and even-
tually we will continue to pound away
and get it done,” Nelson said.  Wersel
said her group is pleased that so far this
year they have enlisted more than 300
co-sponsors for their legislation in the
House and more than 50 in the Senate,
but they are still not confident that
means Congress will pass it.  “The
whole process has become rhetoric,”
she said.


