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GUERILLAS IN THE MIST

We must heal the
wounds we can’t see

By Pete Conaty
Published in Capitol Weekly, June 24

For too long, America has been in denial about the true cost
of war. We have honored our veterans with our lips but we have
refused to acknowledge the wounds we don’t see, the deep,
painful psychological scars borne by so many of our veterans.
Thankfully, we are at last beginning to recognize the depth of
this problem. We are beginning to reach out a helping hand to
those men and women who have borne the heat of battle and
come home forever changed.

In his State of the State speech, Gov. Armold Schwarzeneg-
ger spoke eloquently and frankly about these wounded warriors
and our obligation to make them whole again: “Too often our
soldiers bring back the enemy with them in their heads. We are
seeing and hearing all about a lot of post-traumatic stress syn-
drome . . . Those men and women need help.”

California’s concerted effort to help these veterans, however,
dates back nearly three years, when the Armed Force Retirees
Association, the Vietnam Veterans of America and other veterans
groups won Governor Schwarzenegger’s signature on AB 2586,
a groundbreaking law designed to give our most traumatized sol-
diers a chance to confront and overcome the psychological
wounds of war. Under this alternative sentencing law, a judge
first determines if a defendant is suffering from combat-caused

post traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD).

If he is, the judge
can steer the defen-
dant into a psycholog-
ical treatment
program rather than
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find themselves
trapped in an unend-
ing cycle of crime and
punishment as they
struggle with their
inner demons.

Eight months ago,
the U.S. Supreme
Court faced this issue
and came down on the
side of California’s
law in a landmark rul-
ing on the impact of
combat stress on vet-
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erans. In that case, the
high court reduced the
death sentence of Ko-
rean War veteran
George Porter to life
in prison. The Florida
jury that sentenced
Porter to death in a
murder case did not

See PTSD page 5

HELPING
HANDS

I’'ve built many custom homes, garages, decks,
and fences. Also do remodeling: AL SICKLES —
728-2138

Design, write, marketing plans, web site help,
consulting: GEORGE ELDRIDGE — 984-1378

Long term care. You've got questions | can
give answers: BILL DORFFI, MBA, CLU — 536-
1722

Yards by John. 5% discount for Chapter Mem-
bers. JOHN MENDIOLA — 770-5498

| construct cabinets. MARIO SALAS — 533-
3202

Need your carpet steam cleaned? Gutters need
cleaning? Call Steve Cambra — 586-1243

LENDA"R

July 4, 2010 * Independence Day

July 6, 2010 « VVA-391 Board of Directors meeting
at the Veterans Memorial Hall at 7:00 p.m.

July 13, 2010 - VVA-391 Pot Luck and General
Meeting at Sonora Veterans Memorial Hall, A-G
bring a dessert, H-M bring a salad, N-Z bring a main
dish. Bring enough for 6-8 people.

July 16, 1969 « Appollo 11 launched from Cape
Kennedy...

July 18, 2010 « Omelette Breakfast. 7-11 a.m., Vet-
erans Memorial Hall/ Made to order: Adults $7, Chil-
dren 12 and under, $4, Children 3 and under, FREE.

July 18, 1971 » New Zealand and Australia announce
their intention to pull out their troops from Vietnam.

July 20, 1969  Appollo 11 becomes 1st manned
space vehicle to land on the moon..

July 21, 1954 » France signs armistice to end their
war with Vietnam, but the country is divided into two
countries.

July 25, 1969 « Nixon Doctrine begins the Viet-
namization of the war..

July 30, 1969 - Nixon unexpectedly visits Vietnam.



